
   

If your personal details or consents have changed please notify the office.  Page 1 of 2 

   
 

 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

Fordham All Saints (VC) Primary School 
Mill Road, Fordham, Colchester, Essex CO6 3NN 

admin@allsaints-fordham.essex.sch.uk  T: 01206 240251 

 

Good morning everyone, 

 

It has been a really lovely week in school this week. The sound of 

children’s voices, their happy smiles and their joy at seeing 

friends and teachers has been priceless. Any initial worries were 

soon dispelled and the week has flown by. It has been 

noticeable that this new routine has been quite tiring for the 

children (and staff!). Children are not used to focussing on tasks 

for a long time. The novelty of mixing with people outside their 

households has also meant much more chat as well as the 

physical activity of having space to run around and play with 

friends. I think we are all glad that it is the weekend. 

 

The children have enjoyed a variety of activities to do with 

science including looking at scientific innovations. They have 

enjoyed working in groups to investigate ideas, solve problems 

and have fun. Next week we will be carrying out some 

independent tasks to assess what the children have learnt and 

remembered since December. There is no pressure on the 

children to perform as we genuinely want to know what areas of 

the curriculum we need to cover to ensure they have a solid 

base of knowledge before moving on. This will help teachers 

plan the work for next term to ensure our children make the best 

possible progress. 

 

 

Next Friday is Red Nose Day and we would love to celebrate this 

fun event. Under the current circumstances we thought it best to 

keep things simple so the children can come to school wearing 

something red. If they would like to share a joke with their classes 

there will be an opportunity during the day for this. You may wish 

to check the nature of the joke to make sure it is suitable to 

share in school. Don’t forget you can purchase Red Noses in 

school. If children wish to wear their red noses please make sure 

they are clearly named as we would discourage nose sharing at 

the moment. 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

19th March Comic Relief Day 

23rd March Full Governing Body 

meeting 

23rd March Easter Assembly 

(virtual) 

26th March Easter Egg hunt 

29th March – 9th April Easter 

Holidays 

12th April Summer Term begins 
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More Important News 

 

This Sunday it is Mothering Sunday. Mothering Sunday began as 

an explicitly religious event of the 16th Century, with no 

connection to mothers at all. The word "mothering" referred to 

the "mother church", which is to say the main church or 

cathedral of the region. It became a tradition that, on the 

fourth Sunday of Lent, people would return to their mother 

church for a special service. This pilgrimage was apparently 

known as "going a-mothering", and became something of a 

holiday event, with domestic servants traditionally given the 

day off to visit their own families as well as their mother church. 

Despite its long existence in British culture, Mothering Sunday 

eventually fell out of fashion at the dawn of the 20th Century. 

This is where a lady named Constance Penswick-Smith enters 

the picture. The daughter of a vicar, she thought the loss of 

Mothering Sunday was a great shame, and worked hard to 

rekindle interest. Her determination paid off, and the fading 

festival was restored to the culture of the country, only with 

much more of a focus on celebrating motherhood. So if our 

event is properly called Mothering Sunday, what is "Mother's 

Day"? Technically speaking it's a completely unrelated 

American event, invented by a woman called Anna Jarvis in 

1908. Her initial inspiration was a desire to honour her own 

mother, who had been a militant peace activist during the US 

Civil War. Anna Jarvis's growing ambition to create a formal 

"Mother's Day" for all American mothers was literally laughed 

out of the room at first, with officials jokingly saying that it might 

lead to a "Mother-in-Law's Day". Anna Jarvis wasn't easily put 

off, though, and in 1914 US President Woodrow Wilson officially 

signed Mother's Day into existence. 

 

I do hope on Sunday that mum’s enjoy a little pampering 

maybe a cup of tea in peace or a full blown breakfast in bed. 

Whatever happens, thank you to all mum’s for all the things 

you do to help your children grow and develop. 
 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Julie Ingram 

 

 

 

 In the Community 

  School website 

I will be adding information and 

updating the website over the 

next few weeks. Please do visit 

the site to keep up to date with 

all that is going on in school. 

  www.allsaints-

fordham.essex.sch.uk  
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