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Palette knife instructions
1. Cut out the palette knife shapes 

from the Palette Knife Template.

2. Place one shape onto a plastic plate 
or foil plate and trace around the 
edge. Do the same for the other 

shapes.

3. Cut out the shapes. These are your 
palette knives.

4. Find some cardboard or a plate and 
squirt different coloured acrylic or 

oil paint onto it.

5.Make sure you have plenty of white.  

6. Now you are ready to paint. 

Have Fun!
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Here are 
sections of 

painting, cut 
from Leonid 
Afremov’s 
work. Can 

you try and 
re-create 

these images 
with your 
palette 
knives?  

Draw square 
building 

shapes and 
paint these 

into the 
shapes. 

Which 
palette knife 
would you 
use here?
What are 
the three 

main 
colours?

Which 
palette knife 
would you 
use here? 

Will you use 
a scraping 
or dabbing 
technique?

Which 
palette knife 
will you use?
How will you 

stop the 
colours from 
mixing too 
much and 

turning 
brown?

Which 
palette 
knife will 
you use? 

Which 
direction 
will you 

scrape the 
paint? 
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‘Paris of my Dreams’ Leonid Afremov

‘Paris of my Dreams’ Leonid Afremov

‘Paris of my Dreams’ Leonid Afremov

‘Paris of my Dreams’ Leonid Afremov
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Look at the ‘Paris of my 
Dreams’ painting. 

Use your palette knives and 
paint to try and re-create the 
background on white paper.

 
Cut out the Eiffel Tower 

template and glue it onto your 
colourful background. 

If you’re feeling brave, try and 
paint your own Eiffel Tower 

using the template to guide 
you. 

Look at the ‘Paris of my 
Dreams’ painting. 

Use your palette knives and 
paint to try and re-create the 
background on white paper.

 
Cut out the Eiffel Tower 

template and glue it onto your 
colourful background. 

If you’re feeling brave, try and 
paint your own Eiffel Tower 

using the template to guide 
you. 

Look at the ‘Paris of my 
Dreams’ painting. 

Use your palette knives and 
paint to try and re-create the 
background on white paper.

 
Cut out the Eiffel Tower 

template and glue it onto your 
colourful background. 

If you’re feeling brave, try and 
paint your own Eiffel Tower 

using the template to guide 
you. 
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Look at the ‘Venice Island’ painting. 

Use your palette knives and paint to try and recreate the sky and 
water in this painting.

Use Worksheet 2C. Paint your own sky and water onto the page.

Make sure you use the building’s colours to paint the reflections in 
the water. 

If you’re feeling brave, you could try and paint the whole image 
from scratch. Paint the sky first and let it dry. Then paint the island 

using the template to guide you, and let it dry. Lastly paint the 
water.

Look at the ‘Venice Island’ painting. 

Use your palette knives and paint to try and recreate the sky and 
water in this painting.

Use Worksheet 2C. Paint your own sky and water onto the page.

Make sure you use the building’s colours to paint the reflections in 
the water. 

If you’re feeling brave, you could try and paint the whole image 
from scratch. Paint the sky first and let it dry. Then paint the island 

using the template to guide you, and let it dry. Lastly paint the 
water.
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